WAR BETWEEN THE STATES
By Senator Charles E. Schumer

Lad year, the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobaoco and Frearms successtully traced 93,948 crime guns
back to aretal deder. Of these successful traces, 30,543 guns, or 32.5%, were traced back to aretall
dorein adate other than where the crime was committed. This report andyzes the 1999 trace data
and, in particular, focuses on the out of daetraces

Theandyds showsthat:

. ahandful of gateswith wesk gun control laws are the source of thousands of guns used by
caimindsin gateswith strong gun contral laws,

. conversdy, vary few gunsfind thair way from saies with srong gun lawvsto aimindsin dates
with wesk gun laws,

. gun runners have blazed one-way routes between specific Sates and regions where guns go
from dedler to draw buyer to dreet crimind. For example, gun runners trafficked 1,685 guns
from Horida, Georgia, the Cardlines, and Virginia which were traced to crimesin New Y ork;
however, only 61 New Y ork guns were traced to crimes committed in these five Southeastern
gates,

. crimindsin sates with week gun laws maostly acquire guns within their date, wherees criminds
in dates with tough gun laws mosily acquire guns from an out of Sate source,

12 States Supplied More Than 1,000 Guns Traced to Out of State Crimes Last Year

Twelve gates supplied more than 1,000 gunstraced to out of date crimeslast year and were
the source of 579% of dl out of date gunsusad in crimes. Four dates with extremdy lax gun lavs—
Horida, Georgia, Missssippi, and Texas— were the source of nearly one-fourth of dl out of date crime
guns nationwide,

By contrag, eight sates with some of the strongest gun lawsin the country -- New Y ork,
[llinois, Connecticut, Michigan, Missouri, New Jersey, Massachusdts, and Maryland -- werethe
source of lessthan 10% of al out of gate crime guns



Sate # out of sate guns Leading Victim Sates

Horida 2,065 New York, DC, Tennessee
Georgia 1,945 New York, Tennessg, lllinois
Missssppi 1,788 lllinois, Tennessee, Louisana

Texas 1,696 lllinois, Cdifornia, Tennessse, NY
Cdifomia 1,682 Texas lllinois New York

Indiana 1,479 lllinois Tennessse, Ohio

Virgna 1,433 New York, Maryland, New Jersey
Kentucky 1,164 Tenneseg, lllinois, Ohio, New York
Ohio 1,068 New York, Illinois, Michigen
Arizona 1,066 Cdifornia Texas lllinois

Alabama 1,060 Tenneseg, lllinois, Georgia, New York
North Cardlina 1,044 New York, Virginia New Jerssy

Horida, Georgia, Missssippi and Texas are habitud suppliers of guns used in crimes committed
outsde of their date. None of these Sates requiire licenang or regigtration of handguns, limit the
number of guns a person may purchase a any given time, require any waiting period beyond Brady
before the purchase of agun, dictate any reporting requirement if an individud sisor trandersagunto
someone dse, or puts any regrictions on the sdle of gunsa gun shows

Between 1997 and 1999, Horida and Georgia ranked either first, second or third in out of Sate
crimeguns. Texas ranked second in 1996, fourth in 1997, fifth in 1998 and fourth in 1999.
Misdssppi’ s ranking dimbed from 8" in 1996 to sixth in 1997, seventh in 1998, and third in 1999.

Facts About the Worst Actors

Florida (2,065 gunstraced to out of state crimesin 1999)

. Horidasgunlavs Thereisno licenang, permitting, or regisiration reguirement for any fireerm.
Thereisno limit on the number of gunsthat may be purchased a onetime. Background checks
are nat reguired a gun shows or for any private trandfer of agun. Horida s only sgnificant gun
regtrictions beyond nationd law are awaiting period of 3 days before the purchase of a
hendgun and parents may be hdd lidble if achild uses an unlocked wegpon to kill or injure
another.

. Theleading dedtinationsfor Horidacrimeguns New Y ork - 340, DC - 207, lllinois- 181,
Tennessee - 153, Virginia- 123, Georgia- 120, Texas- 114, New Jarsey - 97, Maryland -
80, Cdifornia- 76, Puerto Rico - 75, Pennsylvania- 50

. Horidawas one of the top 3 supplier gates of crime gunsto 12 degtinaions. Connecticut - 1%,
DC - 1%, Puerto Rico - 1%, Georgia- 2", Maine - 2", New York - 2", Rhode Idand - 2",
South Cardlina- 3¢, Virginia- 3¢9, Alabama- 3¢, Louisana - 3¢, Massachusetts - 3¢

. At least one Horida gun was recovered in 45 dates (Nebraska, New Hampshire, South
Dakota, Wyoming were the exceptions))

. Only 21% of the gunstraced to crimes committed in Horida came from out of Sate.

. No Horida crime guns came from DC, 30 camefrom New Y ork, 16 from lllinois, 11 from




Maryland, 5 from Massachusetts, and 11 from New Jarsey.

Georgia (1,945 gunstraced to out of Satecrimesin 1999)

Georgid sgun laws Thereis no licenang, permitting, or regidration requirement for any firearm.
Thereisno limit on the number of gunsthet may be purchasad a one time, minimum age for
purchase or requirement thet background checks be performed a gunshows or for any private
trandfer of agun.

Theleading degtinations for Georgiacrimeguns New York - 339, Tennessee - 279, lllinais-
196, Florida- 169, New Jarsey - 109, Virginia- 107, Alabama- 106, Maryland - 73, Texas-
72, Penngylvania- 64, Michigen - 54, North Carolina- 52.

Georgiawas one of thetop 3 supplier Sates of crime gunsto 10 degtindions Alabama- 1%,
Horida- 1%, Massachusdits - 2™, Michigan - 2, South Cardlina- 29, New Jersey - 39, New
York - 39 North Cardlina- 3¢, Pennsylvania- 3¢, Tennessee - 3¢

Only 19% of the gunstraced to arimes committed in Georgia came from out of date

Only 3 Georgia crime guns came from New Y ork, 2 from New Jarsey, 0 from DC, 3 from
Massachusetts 8 from Michigan, 10 from lllinois and 3 from Maryland.

Missssppi (1,788 qunstraced to out of gate crimesin 1999)

Missssppi’sgunlanvs Thereisno licenang, permitting, or regidration reguirement for any
fireaem. Thereisno limit on the number of gunstha may be purchased & onetime, minimum
age for purchase or requirement thet background checks be performed a gunshows or for any
private trander of agun. The only sgnificant gun restriction beyond federd law isthat parents
may be hdd ligbleif achild uses an unlocked gun to kill or injure ancther.

Theleading dedinations for Missssppi crimeguns 1llinois- 780, Louidana- 102, Missouri -
79, Tennessee - 365, Texas - 64.

Misdssippi was one of thetop 3 supplier dates of crime gunsto 5 detinations Louisana- 1%,
Tennesee - 1%, Wiscondn - 1%, Illinois - 2nd, Alabama- 3¢.

Only 25% of the gunstraced to crimes committed in MisSssppi came from out of date.

No guns used in Missssppi arimes originated from Illinois, Wisconan, or New York sores 1
was traced to aMisouri dedler.

Texas (1,696 gunstraced to out of gate crimesin 1999)

Texas gunlaws Thereisno licendng, permitting, or regigtration requirement for any firearm.
Thereisno limit on the number of gunsthat may be purchasad a one time, minimum age for
purchase or requirement thet background checks be performed a gunshows or for any private
trander of agun. The only sgnificant gun restriction beyond nationd law isthet parents may be
hed lidbleif achild uses an unlocked gun to kill or injure ancther.

The Center on Crime, Communities and Culture of the Open Sodiety Indtitute ranks Texas gun
laws 47" weskest of the 50 Sates.

Theleading degtination for Texas crime guns Illinois - 231, Cdifornia- 170, Tennessee - 134,
New York - 132, Louisana- 94, Virginia- 88, Misouri - 86, Horida - 68, New Mexico -
66.

Texaswas one of thetop 3 supplier dates of crime gunsto 13 destingtions Arkansss- 1%,



Kansas- 1%, Louisana- 1%, New Mexico - 1%, Oklahoma- 1%, Arizona- 2", Cdifornia-
2 Colorado - 2", Didrict of Columbia- 3¢, Horida - 2, Missouri - 39, Nevada - 39,
Oregon - 3¢

. At leagt one Texas gun was traced to a crime committed in every date except Alaska,
Nebraska, South Dakota, and Wyoming.

. Only 27% of the gunstraced to crimes committed in Texas came from out of dete.

. Texas, with 7,663 gun sores, is home to more licensad firearms deders than any other date
and has 1,100 more licensad gun sores than Cdifornia (6,535), the number 2 date.

. 16 New Y ork guns, 45 lllinois guns, 22 Tennessee guns and 30 Missouri guns were traced to
Texascrimes

Criminalsin Stateswith Weak Gun Laws Use | n-State Guns; Thosein Stateswith Strict
Laws Rely on Out-of-State Guns

35 dates had at least 300 successful crime gun traceslagt year. Of these 35 dates, the Sx
dates with the drictest gun contral laws had the most arime guns originate from out of date. Four of
the dates had a least hdf of ther crime gun traces come from out of Sate and two othershad at leest
40% of thar crime traces come from other dates



The Stateswith the Highest Per centage of Out of State Gun TracesHave Strict Gun Laws

(Minimum of 300 traces)

State % Out of Sate Guns L eading Suppliersand # of Guns
New Jerssy 71% Pennsylvania (148), Virginia (136)
New York 67% Virginia (459), Horida (340)
Missouri 53% Kansas (693), lllinais (226)
Massachusdtts 51% New Hampshire (68), Georgia (49)
Illinois 42% Indiana (879), Missssppi (780)
Michigan 41% Ohio (120), Georgia (54)

New Jersey requires assault wegpons to be registered, background checks at gun shows and
for dl private trandfers of handguns, and a permit to purchase handguns and assault wegpons
Parents are potentidly lidble if achild uses an unlocked gun to injure another.

New Y ork requires handguns to be licensed and registered as well as a permiit to purchase
hendguns and assaullt rifles. Background checks are required a gunshows and for al private
tranders of handguns.

Missouri bars anyone under the age of 21 from possessing a handgun, reguires a background
check a gunshows and for dl private trandfers of handguns, has awaiting period of 7 days
before the purchase of agun and requires a permit for dl handgun purcheses

Massachusdtts requires dl handguns, rifles, and assault wegpons to be registered, gun buyers
mug pass a safety coursein order to qualify for alicense, Saurday Night specids areillegd,
anyone under the age of 21 is barred from owning afirearm, background checks are required
a gunshows and for dl priveate tranders of handguns, and parents are potentidly ligbleif achild
uses an unlocked gun to injure another.

[llinois bans Saturday Night specids, forbids anyone under the age of 21 from owning a
firearm, requires owners of dl fireamsto be licensed, and parents are potentidly lidble if achild
uses an unlocked gun to injure ancther.

Michigan requires handguns to be registered and owners mugt pass a sefety training course
before being dlowed to purchase ahandgun.



The Stateswith the Highest Per centage of I n State Gun TracesHave Lax Gun Laws

(Minimum of 300 traces)

State % of In State GunsUsed in Crimes
Indiana 89%%
Lousaa 82%
Arizona 81%
Georgia 81%
Cdifomia 79%
Horida 79%

Indiana, Louisana, Arizona, and Georgiahave no Sgnificant gun restrictions beyond federd
law. Horidahas no 9gnificant gun restrictions with the exception thet parents may be held
ligbleif achild uses an unlocked gun to injure anather. Cdifornia, which treditionaly has hed
wesk gun laws, enacted tough gun restrictions only ladt year.

Firearms Freeways Used To Traffic Guns on Familiar Routes

Certan dates upply an inordinate amount of gunsto sdect dates indicating atrafficking

pettern connecting gun stores to gun runners to gun buyersin sates with tough gun lavs who cannot
pass a Brady check.

[-95: Horida, Georgia, North and South Caroling, and Virginia are the source dates for avast
gun running effort that sretches up the coadt to New England. These five Sates supplied 3,623
gunstraced to crime in DC, Maryland, Ddawvare, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, New York,
Connecticut, Rhode Idand and Massachusdits. Conversdy, these Mid-Atlantic and New
England gates supplied only 869 to arimes committed in these five Southeastern gates of which
more then hdf were Maryland gunsusad in Virginiacrimes

Kansas was the source of 693 guns traced to crimes committed in Missouri. Missouri wasthe
source of 12 gunstraced to crimesin Kansas.

Missssppi was the source of 780 gunstraced to crimesin lllinois  [llinoiswas the source of O
gunstraced to crimesin Missssppi.

Sources

All gun trace data derives from raw, unanalyzed data obtai ned from the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and

Firearms. Information about state gun laws was supplied by the Center on Crime, Communities and Culture of the
Open Society Institute through its report, “ Gun Control in the United States: A Comparative Survey of State Firearms

Laws.”



